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EXHIBITIONS
1995 ART FACULTY EXHIBITION
-- through October 29, Main Galleries
This exhibition showcases recent art work created by faculty and staff who
teach for the Art Department, and by retired members of the Art faculty.
Nearly all studio Art areas included in Eastern's Art program are
represented by the participating artists, including drawing, painting,
sculpture, printmaking, metals/jewelry, weaving, ceramics, two- and threedimensional design, and graphic design.
New to the faculty this year is ceramist Dwain Naragon. He is exhibiting
vessel forms in porcelain and earthenware. Naragon, who teaches
ceramics, comes to Eastern from Seattle, Washington. Also making up the
exhibition are handmade paper sculpture by Katherine Bartel, large wood
and steel sculptural constructions from Jeff Boshart, loom bead and textile
weavings by Susan Braun, hand-fabricated putters by Garret DeRuiter,
works in mixed media by Carl Emmerich, brooches in fine metals by David
Griffin, and an installation by Ernie Whitworth. Drawings, an etching and an
oil painting are displayed from Hongyu Ji, with graphic design by AI Grivetti
and Mary Leonard-Cravens, and watercolors by Walter Sorge.
· In addition to the current Art faculty, Kit Morice and David Pooley from the
Tarble Arts Center staff are exhibiting drawings and mixed media works,
respectively. The Art emeritus faculty participating in the exhibition are
Hannah Eads - oil paintings, Bill Heyduck - ceramics, Cary Knoop - steel
sculpture, and June Krutza- a neckpiece of amber, nugold and silver. The
1995 Art Faculty Exhibition is co-sponsored by the EIU Art Department.
FOLK ARTS OF MEXICO
-- through November 26, Brainard Gallery
Sometimes referred to as arte popular, folk art, in a wide variety of forms, is
pervasive throughout Latin America. This exhibition is a small scale survey
of four different types of nineteenth and twentieth century Mexican folk art:
masks of wood, copper, leather, and animal hair; retablo and ex-voto

paintings on tin; antique milagros; and Oaxacan wood carvings
elaborately painted, fanciful carvings of animals, people, or spirit creatures.
The show features several mask types, including elaborately carved
anthro- and zoomorphic "Diablo Macho" masks, large polychromed copper
masks with a rich variety of surface embellishment, and two helmet style
masks. The retablo paintings, predominantly from the nineteenth century,
depict various saints, the Virgin Mary, and the Holy Family, some executed
by self-taught folk painters, while others show evidence of being painted by
an artist with more formal training. The ex-voto paintings depict miraculous
events or devotional images and are generally painted by the individual
who has witnessed such an event. The small grouping of milagros, or small
votive objects, usually of metal, represent people, animals, plants, and
body parts and were (and still are) used to commemorate favors received
from a particular saint. The Oaxacan wood carvings, produced by peoples
living in three remote villages in rural Oaxaca, Mexico, include a large and
complicated crucifixion image.
For the most part, the objects in the exhibition were produced by those who
live in remote, rural areas of Mexico, descendants of the indigenous
peoples of Precolumbian Mesoamerica. The influence of acculturation and
urbanization is unavoidable; Mexican folk art reflects both indigenous and
European sensibilities. To quote Marion Oettinger, Jr., author of The Folk
Art of Latin America: Visiones del Pueblo, "(Mexican) folk art draws from
both a tribal past as well as from a contemporary dominant culture .. .it is
produced for daily use in their homes and for local celebrations of religious
or secular events. Although strongly influenced by the fine art of important
urban centers, folk art is more attuned to the immediate needs of the
common people, and as such, is strongly reflective of their perspectives,
values, and dreams."
With the exception of the wood carvings, the majority of these works were
produced by unknown artists. Several factors contribute to the problem,
including the fact that many of these pieces were collected from street
vendors or auction houses without any provenance supplying this
information and the unfortunate tendency on the part of some collectors to
view these objects as less than "fine art" -- a view that is becoming less
common as more people are exposed to these wonderful expressions of
religious faith and age old traditions.
Area schools are Invited to take advantage of the exhibition. The objects in
the exhibition are on loan from The University Museum, Southern Illinois
University-Edwardsville, curated from the Dagen, Hamer, Harrington, and
Shiloh collections of the museum.

EVENTS
DOCENT MEETING: ART FACULTY EXHIBITION AND FOLK ARTS OF
MEXICO
-- October 2, 1O:OOam-noon
The meeting will consist of tours of the 1995 Art Faculty Exhibition, and Folk
Arts of Mexico, followed by tour scheduling. Persons interested in joining
the Tarble's docent staff are invited to attend.
SEATS STILL AVAILABLE IN TARBLE CLASS
-- Class meets Tuesdays, 6:30-8:30pm, October 3-24
The Tarble is offering a workshop in conjunction with the Folks Arts of
Mexico exhibition entitled Oaxacan Animals. Designed for persons aged
10 years through adult, this four session class will give students the
opportunity to view actual examples of these lively folk art sculptures and
then create their own. The class will meet on Tuesday evenings from
6:30-8:30pm beginning October 3rd and continuing through October 24th.
Class fees are $28 for Arts Center members and $34 for non-members.
The registration deadline is Spm Tuesday, September 26th.
TEACHERS' FALL INSTITUTE WORKSHOP: MEXICAN MASKS
--October 6, 10:15am-12:30pm
Area teachers are invited to attend this slide lecture/hands-on program, Kit
Morice, Curator of Education, will begin the program with a slide lecture,
Exhibitions and Educational Programs for 1995-96, followed by a studio
workshop in which participants will create masks inspired by Mexican
festival masks. The workshop is presented in conjunction with the
exhibition Folk Arts of Mexico.
Interested teachers are asked to preregister by calling Kit Morice at 581-2787.
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS TEA
-- October 17, 2-4pm
Presented in conjunction with Folk Arts of Mexico, everyone is invited to
meet the International students currently attending Eastern and celebrate
the exhibition. The reception is co-sponsored by EIU's International
Student Services and the Ashmore Presbyterian Church.
POETRY READING: PAUL ZIMMER
-- October 19, 4pm
Paul Zimmer will read selections of his poetry, including works from his
books, Big Blue Train (recently published by University of Arkansas Press)
and Family Reunion (University of Pittsburgh Press). Zimmer has been
recognized for his writing through two National Endowment for the Arts
. Fellowships and an award from the American Academy of Arts and Letters.
In addition to being a poet, Zimmer is also editor of the University of Iowa

Press. This reading is sponsored by the EIU English Department.

FROM THE CURATOR
The month of October marks the implementation of two major educational
programs offered by the Tarble Arts Center: Fall Teachers' Institute Day,
and the Fall Fifth Grade Enrichment Program.
The Fall Teachers' Institute Day, originally designed for area art teachers, is
a slide lecture/studio program offered annually in October. The slide
lecture provides information about the Tarble's programs for school
teachers and their students, as well as giving participants the opportunity to
spend an hour and a half in a studio workshop. Last year, several non-art
teachers attended the institute; in response, packets containing lesson
plans for art projects that can be implemented by classroom teachers will
be available this year to interested teachers. Mr. Hugh Cannon of EIU's Art
Education staff and his students in Art 2400 and 2410 will also attend the
program and assist with the studio workshop. This year's workshop will be
a metal mask project based on Mexican festival masks, offered in
conjunction with the exhibition Folk Arts of Mexico, on view in the Tarble's
Brainard Gallery from September 29th through November 26th.
The Fall Fifth Grade Enrichment Program begins the following Friday with
the first two of ten Jefferson Elementary fifth grade classes. After a guided
tour of Folk Arts of Mexico, the fifth graders will participate in a mask
making studio workshop similar to that offered on Teachers' Institute Day.
Using thin sheets of aluminum, the students will create a mask form and
learn about various ways of texturizing the metal, including reposse and
chaising to create interesting surface effects. The program also acts as a
pre- student teaching exercise for EIU Art Education majors, who lead the
exhibition tours and present and assist with the studio portion of the
program. These students must go through training for both portions of the
program and are evaluated on their performance as student docents and
teachers. Each fall, over 250 Jefferson Elementary fifth grade students and
their teachers benefit from this unique program, as well as several EIU
students who are working towards a degree in Art Education.
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome several new people to the
Tarble Arts Center's Docent Education Program: Caroline Christian,
Genevra Dvorak, Lisa Gilette, Jeannie Goar, Mary Handley, Barb Mason,
and Marlene Slough. The docents play a vital role in assisting with many of
the Tarble's educational programs, and we are pleased to have them join
our volunteer staff.
·-Kit Morice

FROM THE DIRECTOR
I am pleased to report that the Tarble Arts Center has been notified that it is
to receive a grant of $8,780 from the Illinois Arts Council (lAC) to support
this year's exhibitions and visiting artists/speakers. In spite of the
substantial funding cuts to the lAC in recent years and the increased
competition for these dwindling resources, the Tarble's grant is actually
slightly greater than the grant received from the lAC last year. This is the
good news.
The bad news is that the actual amount of the grant is, as the grant letter
states, "contingent upon the actual level of funding that the Illinois Arts
Council will receive from the National Endowment for the Arts this fiscal
year." Over the past few months I have been chronicling the on-going
debate in Congress as to whether or not to reauthorize the National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA), the National Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH) and the Institute for Museum Services (IMS), and if these agencies
are to continue, then at what level of funding. The plight of the NEA has the
potential to reach nearly every arts agency in this country, not just those
which receive grants directly from the NEA. In addition to affecting the
funding levels of state agencies like the lAC through the Block Grant
program, NEA funding affects individual artists as well. Both Judith
Raphael and Kathleen Eaton, who had paintings in the recent Silent
Spaces exhibition, received regional NEA artist fellowship grants through
Arts Midwest. These fellowships made it possible for both artists to
advance their work through increased visibility and productivity, and helped
to facilitate being invited to exhibit at the Tarble Arts Center. Under current
proposals nearly all fellowships will be eliminated.
The lAC grant and the Arts Midwest fellowships are just two examples of
how substantial budget cuts or failure to reauthorize the NEA will affect
Tarble Arts Center programs. Similar loss in program support, although to
a lesser degree, will be affected if the NEH and IMS have their budgets
severely reduced or are not reauthorized. If you feel that the 64¢ per
person that went to fund the NEA last year is not excessive, and that this
agency has had a vastly positive impact (in spite of a few, well publicized
"black eyes"), please contact Senators Paul Simon (2021224-2152) and
Carol Moseley-Braun (2021224-2854) and your Congressman (Glen
Poshard for the 19th Congressional District; 2120225-5201) and ask that
they vote to reauthorize the NEA, NEH, and IMS with the funding levels
proposed by the Senate (which is still a 30% cut for the NEA).
Reauthorization and the FY96 budget is due to be decided by October 1st.

·- Michael Watts

NEW & RENEWED MEMBERS
-- August 15 - September 15
Family Patron
George Sanders
Individual Patron
Gail Little
Marie Moore
Deborah Polca
Joan Siebert Ware
Senior/Student Patron
Anna Rose Allison
Ellen Mae Cook
Albert Coutant
Violet Farmer
Ann Jackson
Virginia McClellan
Dorothea McDonald
Marion Mclean
Donna Morris
Rosemarie Newhart
Barbara Werden
Helen Yelvington

IN THE GIFT SHOP AND
SALES/RENTAL GALLERY
Helen Graham has brought in a new selection of her hand-painted cards.
Done in watercolor, each card is a unique mini-painting. In fact some
recipients of these cards have had them matted and framed. The Tarble
Gift Shop features hand-made cards by other artists too -- abstracts by
Sister Rita Ann Rothele {St. Mary-the-Woods) and Jeanine Abels
{Bloomington/Normal), and "soft spot"s by Martha Bright {Iowa). And there
are cards designed by many area artists -- Cary Knoop {Charleston),
Cynthia Pringle {Champaign), Larry Steinbauer {Decatur), Andrew Bennett
{Peoria), Mark Asinger and Sister Evelyn Melloh {both from Missouri), and
Maggie McClellen {formerly of this area but now in living Florida). Helen
Graham and Andrew Bennett also have watercolors available in the
Sales/Rental Gallery. Nearly all works in the Gift Shop and Sales/Rental
Gallery are on consignment. Purchases not only help to support Tarble
Arts Center programs but support and encourages area artists as well.

UPCOMING FOR NOVEMBER
Art from the Driver's Seat: Americans and Their Cars -- Nov. 4 - Dec. 23
Poetry Reading: Paulette Roeske -- Nov. 9, 4pm
Chamber Music Concert: Unified Jazz Ensemble-- Nov. 12, 3pm
Docent Training Session-- Nov. 13, 10am-Noon

Staff:

Michael Watts, Director
David Pooley, Registrar

Kit Morice, Curator of Education
Fran Wittenberg, Secretary

James K. Johnson, Dean, College of Arts and Humanities
Volunteer Coordinators:
Maggie Hollowell & Corrine Joyner, Docent Education Program
Victoria Woollen-Danner, Gift Shop
Barbara Watts, Sales/Rental Gallery

'I EAS~RN
!

Tarble Arts Center
College of Arts & Humanities
600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston IL 61920-3099

Non-Proll Organization
U.S. Postage

Paid
Penni! No. 24
Charleston, lllnoiB

Open Hours: Tuesday- Friday 10am- 5pm, Saturday 10am- 4pm, Sunday 1- 4pm; Closed Mondays and holidays. Admission is free unless otherwise
noted. For information or to schedule a group tour, telephone 217/581-ARTS(2787). The Tarble Arts Center is located on South Ninth Street at Cleveland
Avenue, on the Eastern Illinois University campus. The Tarble Arts Center is partially supported by the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency, and by Tarble
Arts Center membership contributions.

